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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY

for

ST FERGUS’ NATIONAL SCHOOL,

GLIN,

DIOCESE OF LIMERICK
INTRODUCTION: 
This policy has been formulated the staff and Board of Management of St. Fergus’ National School, following meetings and discussion around the teaching of Religious Education in our School. Parents were engaged in the process through the Parents’ Council and consultation with same.

THE AIM OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN A CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
The aim of Religious Education is to help children mature in relation to their  spiritual, moral and religious lives, through their encounter with, exploration  and celebration of their Catholic faith1 .

THE VISION FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN A CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
In the Irish context the educational vision of the Church is a pastoral one. It  acknowledges the complementary, connected, but different roles of the home,  school and parish community in the faith education of children.  In this vision parents are the first and the primary teachers of their children in faith and the home is the first school of faith. 

The parish is where children learn to worship, where they meet Jesus Christ in  sacramental celebrations and where they experience and share in the mission of  the Church. 
Religious Education in the Catholic primary school has two distinct but complementary dimensions, the educational dimension and the faith formation dimension. 

The educational dimension is centred and founded on the formal  curriculum and focuses on the values and teachings of the Catholic  Church. It teaches children the skills of spiritual, moral and religious literacy. The Religious Education outcomes at each level in the  curriculum reflect this dimension. 
The faith formation dimension forms the children’s characters in the virtues and values of Jesus, supports their faith development and helps  them to experience what it means to be a member of the Church. The faith formation goals in the curriculum (pp 134-143) support and reflect this dimension. 
An important part of this vision is our response to religious and cultural change in our society. Catholic schools are places where all are respected and valued. This includes the many different levels of faith that we will encounter in both our teachers and pupils and those pupils who are of other faiths and different stances for living. 

AIM OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY 
The purpose of this Religious Education policy is 
To ensure that we strive to understand and promote religious education in a Catholic primary school as never simply one subject among many, but the foundation of the entire educational process. 2 
To ensure that formal teaching in matters of belief, values and practice that equip children for a free and intelligent expression of personal faith within the family, Church and wider society is provided. (based on Share the Good News 39) 
To appreciate the richness of all religious traditions, especially those present in our school community, and to provide a framework to encounter these traditions. 
To provide appropriate religious education for the different levels of faith commitment that we encounter in our classrooms 
To lead to a greater degree of clarity in respect of aims, procedures and roles for RE in the school. 
To assist all members of staff in the teaching of Religion. 
To consider strategies that respond to the needs of children of different faiths and other stances for living in terms of religious education. 
ABOUT OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOL: 
Our school is a Catholic school under the patronage of the bishop of Limerick, Brendan Leahy.  Our school is in the parish of Glin. 

The priests of the parish: Fr. Liam Enright  and Francesco Okonkwo 

The members of the Board of Management: 

Fr. Liam Enright – Chairperson

Tommy Barrett – Patron’s Nominee

Deirdre Kennelly – Principal & Secretary of BOM

CarolAnn Healy – Teachers’ Nominee

Norma Harnedy – Parents’ Nominee

Paddy Fitzgerald – Parents’ Nominee

Mary Moloney – Community Nominee

John Hogan – Community Nominee
SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT 
Visitors, parents and children know that we are a Catholic School: 
The Schedule for the Catholic School is on display and visible to all visitors to the school. (A copy is attached to this policy) 
The Ethos, Philosophy, Vision Statement and Aims for our school have been developed, is included with all welcome information for parents and staff and is regularly reviewed. (A copy is attached to this policy)) 
There are religious symbols and visible signs of our Catholic faith in all  public areas of our school. 
There is a Prayer Space that reflects the liturgical seasons in our classrooms. 
There is ongoing communication with the local priest or parish worker who acts as chaplain to the school. Regular meetings and visits are scheduled throughout the school year 
Missionary awareness is highlighted through the school’s support and engagement with charities such as Trócaire, Children Helping Children and other agencies 
Social justice awareness is highlighted through the school’s support and engagement with charities such as the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, GOAL, Jigsaw, Focus Ireland and other agencies 
PRAYER IN OUR SCHOOL 
Religiously themed assemblies, communal prayer time and liturgical celebrations are timetabled during the school year e.g. beginning and ending of school year Mass or Prayer Service, Advent and Lent celebrations, Catholic Schools Week celebration, participation in masses celebrated by our Bishop with the children of The Diocese of Limerick. 
Important Feast Days are celebrated throughout the Church Year 
All meetings in the school begin and end with prayer. 
Staff are offered opportunities for prayerful reflection, retreat and personal faith development on a regular basis. 
There is time for prayer in every classroom/in the líne at the beginning of the day,  before and after lunch and before the children leave at home time. 
Children know their formal prayers and Mass responses as indicated by the curriculum; Level 1 p59; Level 2 page 74; Level 3 p 94; Level 4 page 120. 
Children have the opportunity to experience different forms of prayer, e.g. meditation, contemplation, spontaneous prayer, Eucharistic Adoration 

TIMETABLING AND TEACHING STAFF 
Our school believes that religious education is a core subject in a Catholic primary school. It is the foundation of the entire educational process. This means that: 
Religious education is timetabled in each classroom for the designated time of 2 hours per week 
Religious education is included in all teachers Fortnightly Notes and Cúntas Míosuil.
All teachers have the relevant Grow in Love material needed to teach religious education in their classroom 
The Principal distributes all resources and relevant communication from the Diocesan Advisor’s office. 
Opportunities for ongoing professional development are regularly offered to teachers. 
CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT 
There is a Prayer Space in every classroom. This space reflects the movement of the liturgical seasons. It also contains samples of the children’s work, religious symbols and God’s creation. 
Every Prayer Space has a bible (Catholic Children’s Bible) 
There are symbols of the Catholic faith in every classroom e.g. a Holy Water Font, religious icon or picture, cross or crucifix.  
CLASSROOM TEACHING 
In teaching the approved religious education programme {“Grow in Love” published by Veritas} for use in the diocese teachers are enabling children to learn the skills of moral, spiritual and religious literacy so that their understanding of their Christian faith is constantly deepened, and they develop a mature and informed response to God’s call to relationship. The skills of religious literacy as defined by the curriculum are understanding, communicating, participating, and added to these are the further skills of spiritual literacy and inter-religious literacy. (Curriculum page 35-37).

The following will help ensure that this can be achieved 
All teachers have a recognised qualification in religious education3 
Grow in Love Textbooks are the approved Religion Scheme used in St. Fergus’ NS, in all classes.
Children have an understanding and knowledge of their Christian faith through exploring the mystery of God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the Church/kingdom, through learning about creation, Mary, Eternal Life and other Religious Traditions and as indicated by the curriculum in Level 1 page 52 -54, Level 2 page 66-67, Level 3 page 84-88 and Level 4 page 106 -113. 
Children are familiar with bible stories, have an understanding and knowledge of Sacred Scripture, study the structure of the bible, know that Sacred Scripture is the revealed Word of God as indicated by the curriculum in Level 1 page 55, Level 2 page 71, Level 3 page 89 and Level 4 page 115-116 
Children have an understanding and knowledge of the liturgical life of the Church, the structure of the Mass, the seasons of the liturgical year, the way in which we meet Jesus in liturgy, sacraments and prayer, the seven sacraments of the Church as indicated in Level 1 page 58-80, Level 2 page 73-77, Level 3 page 93-99 and Level 4 page 119-125 
Children have an understanding and knowledge of human dignity, Church social teaching, RSE in a Christian context, the two-fold commandment and the ten commandments, they know that following Jesus is living according to Gospel values, that the Christian moral life is an expression and consequence of relationship with God as indicated by the curriculum in Level 1 page 42, Level 2 page 78-80, Level 3 page 100 -102 and Level 4 page 126-130 
The faith formation dimension which forms the children’s characters in the virtues and values of Jesus, supports their faith development and helps them to experience what it means to be a member of the Church is recognised and supported as an integral part of religious education. The faith formation goals in the curriculum p 134-143 support and reflect this dimension. 
Attention is given to integration of religious education across the primary school curriculum. St John Paul II gave expression to this when he stated that religious education will always seek to ‘keep in touch with the pupil’s knowledge and education; thus the gospel will impregnate the mentality of the student in the field of their learning and the harmonization of their culture will be achieved in the light of their faith5 
Children are provided with opportunities to learn by heart traditional prayers, Mass responses, hymns, biblical texts, faith words and faith summaries as outlined in the programme of religious education in use in the classroom. 
Provision for Religious Education is made for children with Special Educational Needs as indicated by the Special Education Curriculum Guidelines page 146-154 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION AND CELEBRATION 
GENERAL 
Leadership in the school make a conscious effort to ensure that teachers in sacramental classes are faith filled witnesses to the Christian life. 
Children are prepared for the sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation in partnership with parents and parish. 
It is understood that children’s understanding of these sacraments develops throughout their time in primary school and beyond. 
The school supports the ongoing conversation at parish and diocesan level about how best to prepare for and celebrate the sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation 
The school works together with parents and parish to ensure that sacramental celebrations are authentic, sacred encounters with Jesus Christ 
Practice for sacramental celebrations are confined to no more than two hours of school time. 
CELEBRATING RECONCILIATION FOR THE FIRST TIME 
The celebration takes place in the local parish church preferably during 
the Lenten season 
Parents and other family members may be invited to celebrate the sacrament 
with their children 

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE FIRST TIME 
Date for Holy Communion is decided by Fr Enright and relayed to parents by the School. 

Holy Communion is usually celebrated with neighbouring school Ballyguiltenane NS

Children sit with their parents 
Children are ministered to by the faith community on the day on which they receive Holy Communion for the first time. They are not called to minister. Their main task on the day is to be present to what is happening, to focus on the most important thing that will happen on the day, receiving Jesus, the Bread of Life.

CONFIRMATION 
Date for Confirmation is set by the Bishop and relayed to parents via School.

Confirmation is celebrated with local school Ballyguiltenane.

Teachers of Confirmation classes are aware of the Diocesan Guidelines for Confirmation and together with school and parish leadership ensure that these guidelines are followed 
Children preparing for Confirmation are offered a retreat experience either before or after celebrating the sacrament 
PARTNERSHIP IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
HOME 
The school seeks to involve parents in their children’s religious education by 
o Offering an input on religious education for parents of junior infants 
o Making a link with home in religious education several times a year e.g. School Masses, Grandparents Day 
o Encouraging parents to have a prayer space at home 
o Ensuring parents know which prayers their children are learning and encouraging them to pray with their children at home 
o Inviting parents to attend prayer services, assemblies Mass and other religious celebrations 

PARISH 
Relationships between school and parish leadership are fostered and encouraged 
The school seeks a meeting with parish leadership at the beginning of each term to plan for visitation of classrooms, visits to the church, celebration of Feast Days, key liturgical celebrations in the school calendar, sacramental preparation and celebration 
INCLUSION OF PUPILS OF DIFFERENT FAITHS AND OTHER STANCES FOR LIVING 

Children of all faiths and different stances for living are welcome in our school. 
Our school is hospitable, open and inclusive. We continuously strive reflect best practice concerning the inclusion of pupils in our school. Our practice is founded on principles of good communication, clarity on rights and responsibilities, right relationships, openness to dialogue and compromise and flexibility. 
(Our Admissions Policy and Vision Statement makes clear that we are a Catholic School under the patronage of the local Catholic bishop 
(It is clear to parents enrolling their children that the Catholic ethos of our school permeates the whole school day and not just the formal religious education class 
(Our Admissions Policy makes clear that we welcome diversity and inclusion and that we believe that the presence of children from diverse backgrounds enhance and enrich our school community. 
PRE-ENROLMENT MEETING 
(A pre-enrolment meeting is held at which issues relating to ethos and formal religious education are discussed with prospective parents 
(Parents are aware that there are prayers at assemblies, and at moments during the school day. It is made clear that for children of other faiths and different stances for living that these can be times for personal reflection. 
(Parents are given an understanding of the nature of religious education in the Catholic Primary School. 
(Parents who have concerns about the content of the religious education programme are invited to meet with the principal/teacher
OPT OUT 
(If parents wish to have their children opt out of formal religious education the school offers some or all the following options: 
o If alternative supervision is not possible, staying within the classroom and engaging in an educationally appropriate activity 
o Split timetabling of religious education across the school 
o Supervised educational activity where a staff member is available 
o Withdrawal by parent of child for the purpose of receiving religious instruction elsewhere 

ONGOING COMMUNICATION, OPPORTUNITIES FOR INCLUSION AND PARENTAL CHOICE 
(Parents whose children are of other faiths or different stances for living are made aware in advance of any religious events or celebrations. 
(Children are always invited but not obliged to attend all Catholic religious celebrations in the school 
(Individual children, with parental consent, may wish to participate in these celebrations by reading appropriate prayers and texts, participating in art or drama, being part of the choir, playing an instrument etc 
(Parents are free to absent their child from school for the duration of these events. Consideration is given to the timing of these events. 
(Care is taken, so that, where possible, the time allotted to religious education is not exceeded during times of sacramental preparation 
(Notice boards and school displays are used to make pupils feel welcome 
(Celebrations of the different cultures present in the school are scheduled 
(Reconciliation is a feature of daily life. Staff and children are encouraged to grow in appreciation of human dignity 
(School assemblies acknowledge festivals associated with the other faith traditions present in the school. 
(Children of different faiths are given the opportunity to explain their beliefs to other children 
(Key materials are translated as resources allow 
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          Appendix 1 

Grow in Love Programme in St. Fergus NS - December 2025
	Class
	Prayers taught in our school
	Hymn/Songs

	Junior Infants
	The Sign of the Cross

Glory be to the Father

Morning Prayer

Night Prayer

Grace Before Meals

Grace After meals

Prayer to Guardian Angel
	Grow in Love 

Quiet and Still

I Have a Name 
I Am Special 
Come, Lord Jesus

Away in a Manger 
Jesus Loves Children
The Gift of Love 
Grace Before Meals 
Grace After Meals 
Alleluia 
The Church 
Water 
We Give Thanks 
Remember Them
Summertime 

	Senior Infants
	The Sign of the Cross

Glory be to the Father

Morning Prayer

Night Prayer

Grace Before Meals

Grace After meals

Prayer to Guardian Angel

Our Father
Hail Mary
	1.Grow in Love 
2.Quiet and Still 
3.Thank You, God, for Our World 
5. Caring for God's World 
6.Created by God 
7.Jesus Prayed to God 
8.Mary

9.We Sing a Song to Brigid 
10.Miracle Song (The Loaves and Fish) 
11.Miracle Song (Jesus Calms the Storm) 
12.Miracle Song (Jesus Helps a Man to See) 
13.Miracle Song (Full) 
14Grace Before Meals 
15.Grace After Meals 
16.The Last Supper 

17.Baptism Song 
18.When Creation Was Begun 

	First Class
	The Sign of the Cross

Glory be to the Father

Morning Prayer

Night Prayer

Grace Before Meals

Grace After meals

Prayer to Guardian Angel

Our Father

Hail Mary


	Grow in Love

Quiet and Still

Together Again

Circle of Friends

Gathering Song

Silent Night

My Shepherd is the Lord (Psalm 23)

I’m Sorry

We Come To You Lord Jesus

Christ Be Beside Me

This Little Light Of Mine

Baruc Atah

Mass -Kyrie

Mass - Sanctus



	Second Class
	The Sign of the Cross

Glory be to the Father

Morning Prayer

Night Prayer

Grace Before Meals

Grace After meals

Prayer to Guardian Angel

Act of Sorrow

Prayer for Forgiveness

Prayer After Forgiveness

Prayer Before Communion

Prayer After Communion 

Prayers of the Mass
	The Apostles

Baptism Song

Gathering Song

Lay Your Hands

Angels We Have Heard On High

Following A Star

I’m Sorry God

Zacchaeus

This is the Day

Our Father (in Aramaic)

Mary Our Mother

Mass - Mystery of Faith

	Third Class
	The Sign of the Cross

Comhartha na Croise

Glory be to the Father

Glóir don Athair

Morning Prayer

Night Prayer

Grace Before Meals

Grace After meals

Prayer to Guardian Angel

Act of Sorrow

A Bhríd a Mhuire n nGaeil
Prayer for Forgiveness

Prayer After Forgiveness

Prayer Before Communion

Prayer After Communion 

Prayers of the Mass

The Angelus

The Apostles Creed

St Patrick’s Breastplate

Mission Prayer
	Sign of the Cross Chant

Bible Rap

Sing Praise (Psalm 148)

The Bells of the Angelus

Come Lord Jesus

The First Noel

Jesus Remember Me (Taize Chant)

This is the Day

The Spirit of God is Upon Us

Celtic Blessing

We Come to You Lord Jesus

Céad Míle Fáilte Romhat

Hail Glorious St. Patrick

Mass - The Great Amen

Mass - Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

	Fourth Class
	The Sign of the Cross

Comhartha na Croise

Glory be to the Father

Glóir don Athair

Morning Prayer

Night Prayer

Grace Before Meals

Grace After meals

Prayer to Guardian Angel

Act of Sorrow

Prayer for Forgiveness

Prayer After Forgiveness

Prayer Before Communion

Prayer After Communion 

Prayers of the Mass

Prayer to the Trinity

Prayers to the Holy Spirit

The Angelus

Care for the Earth

Prayer on opening the Bible

Prayer on Closing the Bible

The Apostles Creed

The Magnificat

St Patrick’s Breastplate
	The Angelus Bell

Salvation Song

Psalm 37 - Trust in the Lord

Parable of the Mustard Seed

Parable of the Good Samaritan

Parable of the Lost Coin

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Oíche Chiúin

The Great Commandmant - Song

Come, Holy Spirit

All Things Bright and Beautiful

A Mhuire Mháthair

Magnificat

Christ Be Our Light

The Cloud’s Veil

	Fifth Class
	The Sign of the Cross

Comhartha na Croise

Glory be to the Father

Glóir don Athair

Morning Prayer

Night Prayer

Grace Before Meals

Grace After meals

Prayer to Guardian Angel

Our Father

An Phaidir

Hail Mary

Act of Sorrow

Prayer for Forgiveness

Prayer After Forgiveness

Prayer Before Communion

Prayer After Communion 

Prayers of the Mass

Prayer to the Trinity

Prayers to the Holy Spirit

The Angelus

Care for the Earth

Prayer on opening the Bible

Prayer on Closing the Bible

The Apostles Creed

Nicene Creed

Benedictus

Ár bPaidir Misiúnta

The Magnificat

The Memorare

Prayers for those who died

Prayer of Commendation

St Patrick’s Breastplate

Mission Prayer
	Close to You
Song for a Young Prophet
Love
Lay Your Hands
Who Do You Say I AM?
In The Bleak Mid Winter
Make A Good Choice
More Than Just
The Beatitudes
The Wood of the Cross
Spirit Filled Day
We Come to your Feast
Hail Glorious St. Patrick
Christ be Beside Me
A Mhuire Mháthair
Bring Flowers of the Rarest

	Sixth Class
	The Sign of the Cross

Comhartha na Croise

Glory be to the Father

Glóir don Athair

Morning Prayer

Night Prayer

Grace Before Meals

Grace After meals

Prayer to Guardian Angel

Our Father

An Phaidir

Hail Mary

Sé Do Bheatha a Mhuire

Hail Holy Queen

Act of Faith 

Act of Hope

Act of Love

Mysteries of the Rosary

Prayer of St Francis

Act of Sorrow

Prayer for Forgiveness

Prayer After Forgiveness

Prayer Before Communion

Prayer After Communion 

Prayers of the Mass

Prayer to the Trinity

Prayers to the Holy Spirit

The Angelus

Care for the Earth

Prayer on opening the Bible

Prayer on Closing the Bible

The Apostles Creed

Nicene Creed

Benedictus

Ár bPaidiir Misiúnta

The Magnificat

The Memorare

Prayers for those who died

Prayer of Commendation

St Patrick’s Breastplate

Mission Prayer
	Beginning Today
Our God is an Awesome God
Bible Rap
God is Ready to Forgive
Whatsoever You Do
God Has Given Us the Earth
City of God
O Sacramet Most Holy
Where Your Treasure Is
Send Forth Your Spirit
Welcome Holy Spiit Welcome
Spirit Filled Day
We Know We Are Christians By Our Love
Hymn to St. Brigid
Song of the Angel


Schedule of a Catholic School
A Roman Catholic school (which is established
in connection with the Minister) aims at
promoting the full and harmonious
development of all aspects of the person of the
pupil: intellectual, physical, cultural, moral and
spiritual, including a living relationship with
God and with other people.

The school models and promotes a philosophy
of life inspired by belief in God and in the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Catholic school provides religious
education for the pupils in accordance with the
doctrines, practices and tradition of the
Roman Catholic Church and promotes the
formation of the pupils in the Catholic Faith.
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School Ethos:
We aim to provide a safe and healthy environment where each child can
develop and learn to his/her full potential.
We welcome each child as individuals and will strive to care for him/her in
every way that we can.

Vision Statement for St Fergus’ National School:
St. Fergus’ National School is a school which endeavours to enable the child to
develop his/her own potential.
The individuality of each child is valued.
We want each child to become an independent and worthwhile member of
society.
This is to be achieved in a safe and happy environment, in a spirit of caring for
ourselves and our neighbours.
St. Fergus’ National School embraces the Catholic tradition.

School Philosophy and Aims
The school exists for the pupil. While acknowledging that the Primary and natural
Educators of the child are the Parents, the School provides a moral, intellectual
and social education to enable the child to live a full life and to equip the child to
avail of further education so that he/she may live a full and useful life as an adult
in Society
Scoil Náisiúnta Naomh Fheargus,


An Gleann,


Co. Luimnigh.





St.Fergus’ National School,


Glin,


Co. Limerick.


Tel:(068) 34344


E-Mail : � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@stfergusns.ie" �office@stfergusns.ie� 


www.stfergusns.ie
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